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UNITED STATES
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Fort Sumter National Monument
Chamber of Commerce Building
50 Broad Street
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February 23, 1950

Memorandum

Tos Regional Director
From: Historian

Subject: Reports on Fort Sumter, 1860 and 1861

A "second look" at the Historian's initial research reports
on Fort Sumter, December 26, 1860 and April )2, 1861, indicates that
there are a few minor errors therin which should be corrected; also,
a few things which should be clarified. ‘

1860 Reporh:

(1) (page 5, line 1) Sentence reading "Traverse circles
had been laid on both faces . « " This was intended to mean
‘on_the first tier only; thus "first tier," should be included
after "both faces,". It follows that the "concrete foundations"
referred to in line 7 pertain only to the first tier.

(2) (page 15, line 6), Likewise, sentence reading "Traverse
circles (dimensions above) had been laid; , « " Insert "(0n
first tier, and in one second-tier casemate)®,

(8) (page 6, last three lines). Sentence reading "All first
tier embrasures had been provided with double 6" wooden shutters,
one on the outside, and one fitting close to the inside of the
throat, both linked together," Closer examination of letter,
Lieuts, Seymour and Spyder to Major Anderson, 24 March; 1861, in
Volume I, Series I, Official Records, Ammy; pp. 213=5, convinces
Historian that the "double shutter" arrangement was adopted for
"guns for instant service" between December, 1860 and April,
1861, and that the original arrangement for all 41 embrasures of
the first casemate tier was single 6" wooden shutters "secured
with a wooden brace and rope lashing." These were Probably placed
next the throats of the embrasure on the cutside., More exact
information is not available,

(4) (First floor plan, Gorge). To the left of the Sally-
port passageway the three kitchens (which are, of course, dupli-
cated on the right side of the Gorge), indicated as 18! wide
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should be 17' wide, as drawn. Likewise, the guardroom and

kitchen immediately to the right of the sally-port passageway.

The vertical parlor dimension should be 19t 6" rather than 20!,
These (revised) widths represent the distance between plastered
lathings (airspace) rather than the distances between "naked"
walls, which is the norm used in the "front" room dimensions,
Gorge, as well as in barracks (unless otherwise marked), The piers
between all these rooms, where indicated as 7', actunally include
6" of lathing or airspace on each side, so that the masonry piers
themselves actually are 6' wide., However, as drawn, the 7' dimen-
sion should stand, . '

The space at each side of the pier between the kitchen and
parlor at the right of the left magazine, indicated as 2%', should
actually be 13', as drawn., Similarly, the space next the pier be=
tween that parlor and the kitchen at its right, marked 2', should
be 13!, as dramn. Similarly, the space marked 2! next the pier
next right of that one. The outer opening of the Sally-port should
be 11' (estimated) instead of 10', The Historian was misled in
these figures by contradictory interior measurements, and lathing
(airspace) partitions,

1861 Report:

(1) (page two, line 13): "two 42-pounders" (Right Flank) should
read "four 42-pounders." This was an error either of copying or
typing and makes no difference in the total number of guns (60).

(2) After Miron plate," on line 11, page 3, add: "The remaining
16 'instant service' guns had their embrasures closed by an inner
6-inch wood shutter fitting close to the throat, in addition to
the outer (original) shutter; the two shutters were linked and
tightened together by an iron key,"

(3) Footnote 4 reference to Official Records should read "215M
rather than #2257,

Frank Barnes
Historian
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Cperations &t Yord {umtor Jdurin; the period lece:ler 26, 1860 -
April 12, 1861 werv ;rlmarily concomed with preparsiicnc for the exe
pected sbtack, Thus, the ingin-er, Japtein de O, Focter, wrvte of
the period fmmeciately followln  tic occupations "The regulasr work was
then stopred, and all the ramainin, force wae at once put to work
mounting qune « « o and otherwice Jrovarin. %t meot and repulee any
ctiock that the forcer of the "tate miht rohe upon use® A policy
of "rirot thinge Miret! probs ly woo dictolod, in addition, by tloostene
ol chorte ce of conmiruction matorinl (o oriace »:ich hocume an sctiiaw
11ty lon: before ~pril) and & Jwindlis r force, 1

honordingly, the larruckt romained un.'inished, the taoie af flagoing
the casonate floors wae carried no further, and tiae eightefoot~gauare
openin. s in the scarp of the socond tior were cloced with threo feet of
briok m;;‘hher than shaped into gun embrasurec. Tho &mell size of the sarrie
son wes an additionsl ractor horeg with & gtrength of but sizty=five ron,
the mepnin: of another tlor of juno wg}‘pmt foasible; iLic opemings, moGne
Ibﬂﬂ, mut Lo clogeds iho b&'ick*-fm in twenty-sever cf the openin s

73, 5 Crawfor:,
H Gv' !&t ml‘p@ﬂ.ﬁl
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was backed by twe foot of aund kept in place by a sheathing of hoards

i 7 or by harrels, In eight others by two feot of flagring~-stones laid dry,
; in the remalniry six by v bpick or pdles of "flniohine-ctufe™ and floorw
ing %:aamw.g |
“aring the period 5 gunc wers mounted on the first sagers e m bare
botie tlors of the forty in as ui»iw, five more in the paraie ns mm,
and three more about the callyepcrts Thus the armeent of %rb Suter at
the tdwo of the ladtdal attack was 0, dictriluted as MMM by
Firgt tiors Right (Oonk, cne 40-rsuwider, four wauj left (lonk,
w/ five RRepovndersy dght Jace, ihrcs (-pomnders, Loft foce, ten S2-poundorsy
Sorge (wngloa), tws SZepoundorc, {
Jaz-batw tiert  ight i‘laniz, cne L0-inch oolunbind, Jour Beinch cologwe
1{” issy dRmouncioroy Loft i“lénk, ono 10=inch colun fiy two lelnoh colute
blads, two dBepoundersy fight fam, noned left faco, < wroo Owlinch ———
hovidtgera, ono [Re-pouwndery Oorge, one Ueinch sogeccort owdbuer , i 3w

povndery, six 4epoundorte

2¢ wm *EW, I, 24y Eowiwpe soe thore pio mh& to be '"'f;vﬂ M

berruo.s were “i’inwlmd' cr thet the mdivi ml details of ¢ ab
Rfiniah® vore conpleteds s*é.niwr‘ly, Whe cssemalo [lagsings m‘m "his 48
it oo ative oroofl, it s belleved quite viliy, {n view of the rzum md
(anc Livpwoons wm) Slafongive® rronronente ‘Mt wers oooplobed Lo um
perlo 'y aad the clutonent Ypagular work wes hwa stopicd.” In the m-'
srangw Yot casauate o gingy there io wiaﬂn ‘;nfbmmw that \ha
&1% "“’iﬁﬂ ﬁau Wl E'?Gw %

b of ¥ ’ 1, mw. &tbm B8 W !ﬂ m fiMl; LI ,

: 'éw' um,mm pbulation of cor: Wament a8 of April B8 gg%,
ever. . 0Ty m ‘ than the arr: penent m 2 i sﬁmf ch on wg »
Itr "’*wwt{’t U}f’.f‘ &w gwqh‘ ’\QM"!M
ghern m arzor in addition, ;inm ho dladzs, 21 -ns in casemate tler
coking & il of 40 i both tdeves tub waan t o Tiee n weemle
tier are adiel, thap come to o total of 25, thuc uking o teo=tisr totol

mrm. mmwwmm W‘Euaﬁ mlj)wmiowmm

£ the fort in Necember 26, 1860 (see 1860 loport)

s
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Faradew-;rounds one 10" colw iad, moar the right siculder angle,
four 8" colur-iods below the Jalient end roujhly on o line with the
shoulder snslos.

Gally=ports Three 8" Howitsers (soe telow),

lot all oo those -uvne on the first tier were "Linediclely avoilable®y
nine of the smhrasvres Lehind which sung were mounted, were elosed (in
aiiition to the outer stutter) either by eteone flagz;ing, notched to fit
tc throat and lsid ilat, or by bricke laid in mortar, as indicated in the
"£inal® plan of Larch 27, 1861, Two of theso first tier june ready for
Yirgtant sarvice® were olosed My iron siutiere {rather than wood) of e
inch iren g“rlate.g In covaral instanece coanizl m;m worp Laken to increoase
the coverc o of the cung mountaeds Thug, the nurapet st tho 1loft gai*ga amgile
wip eut miey 8o that the 2¢ecounder mounied at thot point eould dopross 1B
degreen, suf iciocnt for firing on the ond of the wharf, On the {irsy uler,
the acarp well botween the pagegoupg of the right gorge angle and the em=
brasure of the next casemate north (morked X on the firstefloor plan 1860)
was out swey 80 a5 to allow the 32~pounder mounted in that casemste to bear
upon Cumoings Toints eimilarly, the wall at tho other cide of the pan—coupe

- {west) s %0 allow the BRepounder in tie cesamate adjacent (west) to bear

upon 4t lcasy @ portion of the loinh (merked ¥ or “’ierr plan, 2000)e8
a;:‘aial defencive mmmts.cna made during the pcriod:
(1) “Machiconlin rles of 13" ;lan: (f3we lned with jefach tron
puu) placed on parapet, one st the center of ﬂoh faoe an: mm, and three

18, 2455 for ploture of mannar ef closing embrasure,
.




’ B

on tho jor;e "over and cormanding the moin posterns” These projected
throe or four feet from the purapot, were prepared for rusietry, and
fod trap=doors for the dropping of shells on an assaulting fom,a‘

(2) "Thonder-barrels® containin: frezmonts of rock in which &
loaded sholl wao embadded, werce placed ab intcrvals along the mm,
aear the Lachicoull galleriss, for uso in cuce of asssult, Similarly,
fra;ments of brick and stone suitoble as missilos, and 885 shells, ro:cily
O=inchy to "e used ac grenadess 23 (cmerjency) flights of weoden :lops
fron terreploin to top of parapet were consiructed,

(8) Large traverse, concisting of o double ourd of bosrds and
scantling filled with earth hoisted from the porade, erccted st sight
ohoulder angle to protect guns of right flank Iros Sullivanle M
batteriess ihis wac otrengthened by sandwhace o0 Lp and sides and broced
in the rear Ly axtrs gun mri&zaa.e

(4) Stone and bridk wall 1aid fn cement Tuilt siainst the outer masn
cate to within four foet of the ntel, It wao iires feet six inchoo
end six feot high; throeugh it was a menhole cne fogt eleven nches wic ﬂw
Looking through: that meniole was on S-inch coscoast howitzor mounted inshde
on & cspermte corriace, Ome leaf of tie ﬁwm £ote was fimmly

bolteu atxut; the othor esuld ba eiﬁher oponed or sesurely ehut, end
b oliicia) purs midiog, O L., v, e “obarteet ot o

' ; ‘mebleday in }xiq ..i an e
cupler a rtyris (th York, 16‘76), Pe 87, &Wﬁ IR ¥
; mr the aw;lea o {zhe mxk, wbr pi. of “amm prom
JM ow-r 01’5 e, vee Fhotosiw > i o
3 P f “ E 4: DN m

21455 cmfe. B ey Wmmm.
o Sriett) mmords, 1, 16-17 Spemulotag, o® lis
4
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through 4% and correeponding with the :anhole in the woll wus &
manhole closed by o door. The ocutslie of tho zate und the laside
of the smll door ware covered with Jeinch iron plate, On the esps
lanade, at cach side of the main jate, ‘wo O-inch howitzers were mounted
8o ag to sweep the sorze and the approschos to ihg
| (5) Toors of the taw postem satos in the porgo angles etrengthe
encd by three-foot brieck wells laid in mertar, on thio oulolde,

(8) Iwo "fouzasses® of 12 feet dinmolor, charged with 50 pounds
of powder, wers placed agam the feot of tho cearp, one in the centre
of cach half of the gorge. B=foot hish wooden fence exectad at each ead
of esplinade, extanding fron cocarp to low vsaf;or.n

(7) ells of the officerst quarters, lot and 8nd floors, were oub
through "e0 68 Lo adnit a free cornamnication through them o « o £Yom oO8
flank to the others™® Thare are no axsct reforences to be found os to
Just where these cpenin s were made or thelir appesrsnce when couploteds
‘resumably, the innerrost wall of the innermost storerocm on each end,
both floors, was the wall affected in each came, since an exit free the
outer storercom to the flank in cach instance alroaly existed, and like=
wise co-mmmicstion between tho two storercoms. It ssens most probable

, ISR —

8, I, :&Lna (this also hag. s sketeh)s sec a;ua sketchos
Vy GOy lﬂ. (Mplﬁa in posso of !
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that the well between the mﬁ mgazines and the adjoining flanks
vas not Jlsturbed for thie mmrpose,

(3) T mooms (Givided by hallway and otaircase) on the paradew
side of tho irnemwst ("in" fronm the wostern and) Litchens cn Lho vestern
(ert) mals ef the corce {ond 4o the Lorwdiate 1ot 0f Lhe aal)y~port
poszagoway) were rrepare” ag a hospitel and a Yenlindgr-preos troverseY

aend and brick with stone revetront was emeted ismediately outside

nr thn pﬁmﬂe-ﬁmxm.,m '

(9) T roomp (ivided by hnllwar nnd etalroase) to the immediste
ri ht of the wostam {left) slorerco: o o1 the gor:e wore prepared ag
forinance vooms,® nresumtly storers-no a{m&mml o thoso almady aveils
a"las  Another “splinterernroof Lraverse® was ercctod on tho parado as pRO-
tactlon for the ordnance roomg rnd stomercoms mi,}zsmnt.u

{10) Three splinterenroc” sholters erected on vi hY flank barbotte
tier, Thase cholters were formad of the timbers of (extra) cun coppiages
‘nelined 9. aingt "the intoriny alzaps“ {ovidently of th~ parapet) and W
od with two~inch smbresure ifrvne seeurely spiked aimn.w ,

(11) Parede wes oleared of temporury buil'iags and flagetoneo, ind
the Litter were mountod %fm againet the cides mt the bYarracks and in the
onig 6&’ the lower cascrigte® on the two famq, he lantem from the Llight-

houts was meuated en weeden trestles in the m&dﬂh of the Mw, and

i5, mem' 3 %mt 82 (mwma‘w} in de
Leop; vy 19 BA8) for pictur of treverses, coc _ oo

mr &y Cheet 82 (reoroduced in Liherud feous iy I, W)j W
Bcords, -, 2174 .@w"mﬂm.i@ﬂ 03 ﬂ?t A
15, Qigicial ‘ecords, T, A9
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north,:g*hdvli oagt of this structure wers two shell-bins, Just to the

left (west) of the lighthouse lantern were thirteen 32-nounders mounted

on skide,y "Oonlinterwproof traversec! were constructed abort the Colurme
¥ Pl

biade md;mted in the parade ae morilars,

(12) The sorze windows and doors were nrobecte! as follows: In
the :vmjl story, the 3¢ windows and six rugazine ventilators, with two
Wrougks t-iron emtracuye janms, eight inches thick cnd 3% fect dong, per-
mlt'bmg of maket fire over them; in the firsi slory, the saven doors,
with fiw-oi.m.:h wooden shuttors o nlaos whilsh, outoide, were bullt m
brick walls leid in cement, cuboide thds a pintle stene - 8% x ﬂ #x2

~ with picces of flaz;in; -astened in with wooden wed:es w§ ‘amlted
lead} the six maazine venbilators, Wy larje stones and lead against the
woll and shuttery the fifteen windows, Uy pintle stonec and flagsing, ‘
fastened with wedges and leads In =11 these openings, lie Tilling wag x
placed against the offset et the throuh, by which a sclid wall R' thisk
and well secured in the rear wasm&;tzzineﬁ.m

- (18) Cne embrasure on the left flank, first tier, was enlarged, to

pormit the entrance cf barmels frem supply ahi.ps,la thich cmbresure, and
exacily howy ave unsolved questiens, i

16. T’*rmr 68, Shoet 82 (Ofﬂc. ) )
40—45. 0f, ‘Lsg; I'b@’ordo, :
otgpdsy I, <16; for phithiel,
BO uilli’m S and Aytille
ween pr 64-65. ’

18, Qfficial Records, I, 17.
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(14) The otone rip=rop at tue foob of tho cuserato walls,

wao mmoved to 6 depth of Your or fivo fool more, to juard agniast

aoproulbe

- 18e ‘paulding, Ce Le Jrey ep Q&O

»\ faport prepored Ly

‘o o Fort Sumber Nallonal 'ompeont




